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Serial : c/o Fleet Post Office,
San Francisco, Calif,,

SECRET 3 November, 1944,
Froms The Bomb Disposal Officer,’
To: The Commanding Officer,
Subject: Enemy Attacks, preliminary report on,

) i “Suicidc Bombing" attack, 25 October, 1944,

0804,

(a) No evidence of fuzcs, tail assembly or bomb filler
_ werc recovered, .

(b) The bomb end plane penetrated the flight dock and
dectonation of the bomb occurred approximatcly thrce

: foet above the hangar deck plates,

(c) Many splinter holes in the vieinity, up to six inches
in dlareter and exteneive scabbing and splinter penc-
tration as far as 250 fect away through pteegl plate |
indicate the bomb to be of possiblc 250 kg (G,PiH,E;)
slze, Thls is further borne out by the 17 foot din-
meter hole in the hangar deck plates and blown curtaine
and bulkheads on thc hangar decck,

(d) Definitely a high order dctonntion with excocllent
fragmentation, Thore is much %o indicate that the
bomb was carried in an prmcd condition,

2. "Suiéide Bombing" attack, 26 October, 1944,
1241,

(a) This bomb was sccn to be released Jjust prisr to plane
crash on deck - about 20 feet, Distinct holcs of .
planc and bomb bear this nut,

(b) Dctonation wes instantaneous, with no penctration,
Perfcet splinter striation pattern is cvidont on
flight deck and forward clevator,

(c) The nose fuze and part of nosc scetion of the bomb
have been rcoovored, The nose fuze is most likecly an
%S(a) or A3(b) with the fuze body of steel instcad of

rase, . ' ; :

(d) Thickness of msc fragment recovered indicatcs tho
bonb to hawe becn of about 250 kg (G,P,.H,E.) sizc,

(c) Cone of blass can be accurately traccd on the ship's
lsland structurc, centercd in the approxiuate,1b font
dlameter holc in the forwsrd clovator and torn plank-
ing and plates Just oft »f the elcevator,
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Action to: ComIngh,CIncPac,ComAirPac, CTF77,

Info to: Com@erForPac, ComSeron 10, ComCarDiv 22, BuShips.
Reference my . " October x Amphiling report follows X One 250 KG
bomb and plane hit at 0804 25 October penetrating flight and explod-
ing frame 64 on hangar deck x Hole in flight deck 10 feet wide by

20 feet long center 20 feet from center line to starboard x Girders
gupoorting flight deck frame 62 to 68 plerced with-numerous frag-
ments x Hole in hangar deck 25 feet 1in dlameter center frame 64 X
Girder supporting hangar deck frame 64 demolished X Upright support
I beame mein deck starboard slde frames 63 — 64 — 65 demolished x
Hengar deck Bulkheads ~ electrial cables, sprinkler system riddled
by fragments x After elevator girders distorted ¥ Main deck frame

64 pilerced slit 3 feet long x Butterworth, midshlp cargo pump exhaust,
galley steam and steam smothering lincs ruptured frame 62 to 66 x
One 250 KG bomb and plane at 1240 26 October exploding after gtar-
poard side forward elevator x Forward elevator completely demolish~
ed x Port bulkhead bridge structure distorted x Resulting flight
deck firc destroyed forward 30 percent flight x Flight deck frame

77 to forward elevator ruptured and distorted x One 100 KG bomb at
1243 26 October penetrating flight deck and exploding in catapult
mechinery space frame 84 X Hole in flight deck frame 84 to 86 about
15 feet wide on port side x Catwalk frame 79 forward distorted x
Aerological office and all statoroomsg frame 82 to 91 except cxtreme
starboard sidc dcmolished x Catapult demolished x Hole in Forward
bulkhoad forward clevator well S foct in dlamecter x Hole in gkin on
forecastle deck framc 83 to 85 about 10 feet in dlamcter x Main deck
frame 81 vicrced by 8 or 10 small holes X Firc main riscrs frame 81
frame 67 rupturcd x Fresh watcr dash flushing watcer dash power cablcs
dagh ventilation systemsg framc 82 to 91 on both forccastle and
galley deck lecvels ruptured x Following equipments ncoeds replacing x
Cetapult x Complete forward elevator x All power cable and power
pencls on foreccstle and gallery dcck framc 82 to 91 x Flight deck

frame 75 to bow x Power cablcs and power panels in hangar X Forwarg -

degaussing ceble x Power cable to after elevator x Bomb and torpedc
hoists in hangar x Vent motors 1-66 and 02-79 x Power cables t%KMJ
bridge x Aftcr Sperry mark 14 Magter Gyro x Radio equipment x U2
paren serlal No. 16 paren X DP-12 parcn scrial No. § Paren x BC-
639-A parcn VHF paren serlal No, 20364 and 20365 x NMB-1 paren serial
No. 36 parcn x TAQ-9 paren serial No. 150 parcn x TBK-12 paren gerial
No., 51 varcn x TBL-6 paren serial No., 427 parcp x LR-1 paren gerlal
No, 199 and 200 parcn x SGA paren scrial No. 81 pmaren x End of radio
equipment x Following nced significant repalrs X A1l rcmaining radio
equipncnt x After elovator and clovator guides x Dicscl gencrator

and auxiliary pumpe x Battery and battory cquipment in battery
charging room x Pitometcr log X Power cables betwcen bridge, IC room
and cngine room x DRT x Communication to bridge x Arrosting gear

and yellding clements X 7 inch oxhaust steam line fron midshlp pump
roon x Two diesecl oil fucling punps X Two fresh water pumps in diesel
punp room X Stoan smothering system to fuel tanks X
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U.S, 8 SUWANNTIE

(CVE-27)

S= J=C=R= =T c/o Fleet Post Office,

San Francisco, Calif,,

6 November 1944,
From: The Zxecutive Officer, |
To: - The Commanding Officer.
Subject: ixecutive Officer's Repor't. 12 et
Reference: (a) Article 948, U.S. Navy Regulations, | '*éf

4P In accordance with reference (a) the following report

is submitted. This should be regarded as a preliminary report and is
confined with a very few exceptions included to give the report proper
proportion to an account of the action of individuals who performed
certain services in saving U.S.S. SUWANNZZ in the role of volunteers,
It is the intention of the undersigned to submit a further report on
the performance of department heads and other officers and men in
fields connected with their own duties and own gkills,

24 On 25 October at 0804 an enemy so-called "Suicide
Planc" struck the flight deck of U.S.S. “UWANNIE just forward of the
after elevator, its engine penetrating through the hangar deck to the
main deck and its bomb exploding on the hangar deck, On 26 October
at apout 1232 another plane struck and destroyed thc forward clevator,
its bomb exploding on contact with the flight deck. A minute or two
later a bomb from another enemy planc struck the flight deck just
above the catapult room, penetrating to and exploding in that room.

S, The explosion on 25 October caused a fire in the
hangar deck and that on 26 Octobsr caused a severe fire on the flight
deck. Personnel killed, wounded and missing in the two attacks, or
directly resulting therefrom, totalled two hundred and fif'ty nine,

Ko During these two days the conduct of the of ficers and
men aboard SUWANNIZ was completely satisfactory. Insofar as the
personal observation of the undersigned is concerned, and judging
from all reports made by the officers to the undersigned, therc was.
no incident involving hysteria, refusal to do his duty or the shirk-
ing of duty on the part of any individual. To the contrary, most, if
not all of the personnel aboard, did everything possible to save
SUWANTTIE and to aid their dying and wounded comrades. The conduct
of the complement was exccllent in every particular.,

5 - Although no one group neceds to be singled out for
‘particular mention, it is incumbent that recognition should bc paid
to the officers and men of Air Group SIXTY who were aboard at the
time of the attacks and thercafter. Individual instancces are cited
below of outstanding performances; their work together in fire-fight-
ing, aiding the wounded, saving of life and helping the medical
officers deserves mention here, '

64 A list of individuals whosc conduct deserves praige is
assemblcd below,

£ucl )
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It is a commonplace that in time of crisis many instances go un-
noticed and in moments of rccollection many such incidents which

were noted are not recalled, or the individuals involved not remember-
eds Such was the case on 26 October of an enlisted man, uninjured,
on the forecastle, which was cut off from the rest of the ship by
flames, AftLr coveral calls to have medical supplics brought to the
Tforccastle for those scriously injured werc unproductivc of results,
the enlisted man informed C. . BARR, .CIM, that hc would try to get
through the flames to get mcdical supplies because he could no longer
stand thc sufferinzs of the wounded. Dzspite Barrts efforts to stop
hia, the man climbed to the 20 mi. mounts just forward of the flight
ceck and whan 3arr lost sisht of him, was climbing toward the flisht
deck. - second later a T2 directly in his path explodzd »nd thc man
wes scen holding on to the starboard side of thc flight deck with

on¢ leg blown off. . momont later he fell into the watcor 2nd was not
scen agzain: Ivery effort to ascortain his name has proved unavail-
ing. It is a justifieble assuaption that many siqiliar cases occurr-
edc Y :

y These individuals are called to the attention of ‘the
Comnandinz Officer: '

/ It. . J. PRIELC~----Lt. PRI0, Tavigator, althouzh
severely burred and wounded by the explosions on 26 Octoher, from the
e.fects of which he died a few hours later, made his wav from the
burning bridze to the after-quarters of the ship where he told the
officers and men gathered therc that several men were trapped in the
bridge and that every bit of available help was needed to fight the
fire on toe flight deck. ‘

~te a. J. CL20C RI--~-Lt. C.R0C .RI, Assistant Tirst
Ligutenant, althoush severely burned and wounded froa the bomb ex-
plosions on 26 October, made his way from the bridge, where he was
junior officer of the watch, to the fli~ht deck where he persisted
in fighting the fire until he was taken to the aftecr nart of the ship
viepe he died a few hours later,

Znsign U, 7. TLEICHM!NN----Znsign "L IICCHMANDY, " s-
sistant lavigator, who was on the bridge was scriously burned on the
hands and deafened by the explosions. .slthouzi he had had only a few
rontiis experience in navigation, he was recalled from Sick Tay to
navizate the SUWANNIZ from Leyte Gulf to Kossol Pagsage, Palau and
thence to l'anus; he successfully performed these duties despite his
serious and painful injuries,

BROOKS, William S., CSi(AA) - - On 26 October, Brooks
was making his way forward along the angar deck when he was knocked
unconscious and injured in the abdomen by the foree of the explosions.
Upon regaining consciousness he crawled under the planes to the valves
controlling the water curtain and the forward sprinkler system and
opened them, thus preventing the fire on the forward elevator, which
bad been smashed down to the hangar deck level, from spreading to and

_2-
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exploding the gassed planes on the hangar deck which in all
probability would have made the fire uncontrollable, resulting in the:
loss of the ship. On 25 October Brooks donning rescue-breathing gear,
made his way through the fire and smoke on the hangar deck to the
valves and opened them, aldlng greatly in subduing the fire of that
date. s

Bnsign Pardee C., FINLIY, Air Group SIXTY -~ - On 26
October, Znsign Finley, upon learning that several men were trapped,
unconscious, in Radio Central, donned rescue gear, made his way
through smoke and debris to Radio Central and, with the aid of
several others, listed below, rescued several men., "Finley also
gearched "Officers Country" forward, in rescue gear, looking for i
survivors; he was in the forefront of the group fishting the fire on
the flight deck, manning the nozzle of a hose directly facing the
hottest part of the flame; after thc fire and rescue work ceasced, he
remained active for several days in the various temporary 51ck—bavs,
nursing the wounded and dying, in one case working unceasingly with
oxygon apparatus to keep an enlisted man alive until transfer to the
hospital ship.

Lt. Ray N, MaH.N - - On 26 October, Lt. Mahan upon
learning there were several men unconscious in Radio Central, donnecd
rescue~-brcathing apparatus and made his way to Radio Central where
he succceded in moving one man into the passagecway from wherc he
was later rescued; previous thereto, he scarched Air Plot and
Radar Flot, using rescuc gear, looking for survivors. It was
primarily Lt, Mahan's persistence in demanding aid, and organizing
rescus work in that eventually causcd the rescuc of all men alive in
Radio Central,

Donald L.lGaN, Aviation Machinist's Mate, sccond class
- = LiNNGAN, upon learning that men were trapped unconscious in Radio
Central flrst made his way through thc passageway under the flight
deck fire to Radio Cecntral without the aid of rescue gear and, with
the aid of others, carried out thrce men, badly burncd and wounded.
#hen the smoke becamc to scvere, he donned a magk and rescued Ship's
Clcrk FITCH. He later searched "Officer's Country" for survivors.

A JOHNSON, .Axel D., Boilermaker, first class - - The |
first, or one of tho first to reach Radio Central. JOHUSON, with 1t.
ifahan, succeeded in moving one man to the passageway and then returned
with MOORZ, Wallace Ray, lachinist's ate sncond class, to complete
the rescuc., When the 1n3ured man grasped MOORZ's face-mask hose
almost succeeding in strangling him, Johnson cut the linc which
allowed Moore to rcecach the catwalk and air., Johnson also rcmoved
three wounded men from tho rcady service room of No, one 40 mm carrye
ing them to the flight deck wherc they were givon mfdlcal aid.

MOORZI, Wallace Ray, MMZc - -« Moore participated in the
rescue outlined above.

L
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LADIGO, J. R., Aviation Machinist's Mate, second class
- - On 26 October, Ladigo was one of the first of several men who
made rescues of the radiomen rendered unconscious in Radio Central
by the bomb explosiors and smoke, Aided by others he carried out two
radiomen from Radio Central to the flight deck, ILedigo was also in
the forefront of the fire-fishting party battling the fire on the
flight deck. ’

insign Glenn O, RYNZARSON, Air Group SIXTY - - On 26
October, after fighting the fire for a long period of time, Insign
Rynearson heard requests for aid from the catwalk near the passage-
way to Radio Central, immediately donned rescue gear and with Znsign
Finley and langan made his way to Radio Central and carried out
Ship's Clerk FITCH.

Lieutenant Walter B. BURWELL, MC-V(G), USNR - - On
26 October Lieutenant Burwell was in the forward battle dressing
station, below and just aft the catapult room, attending numerous
patients injured in the explosion of 25 October, "hen the effects
of the two bombs caused the lights to be extinguished, the bulkhcads
to begin to give way and water from a ruptured main to pour into the
station, Licutenant Burwell quieted the wounded, and directed their
movement to the after-hatch of the compartment. He opcned the 4
dogged-down door, entered the next compartment alone and after again
dogging down the door, explored that compartment to determine
whether it was safe to move the patients through. He repeated this
process, moving the wounded into each safe compartment, and then
advancing alone into the next one, until ho and the party of wounded
reached Chlefs Quarters, already in use as a temporary sick bay. He
then continued his supervision of those wounded 25 October and turned
his attention to the newly woundecd as they werc brought in, having
alrecady treated several new cascg as he moved his party along to
Chiefs Quarters. : ;

IVANS, Leo Virgil, GM3e - - After escaping from No, 2
L0 mm without injury in the first explosion of 26 October, ZXvans with
several others went from the forecastle to the Cargo Space and fought
the fire there until he was sevarely burned by the effects of the
second explosion which injuries causcd his death several hours later.

Lt.Cdr. Jerry F. DANIZLS, USN - - Lt,Cdr. Deniels, on the
bridge at thc time of the explosion of 26 October madc his way by
line to the signal bridge to the catwalk wherc the second explosion
caught him, giving him buras about the head and slight shrapnel .
wounds., Dcspitc his injurices, Daniels, the Assistant Air Officer,
immediately set to work to organize the flight deck fire fighting
party, including the breaking out of hoses and dircction of the
attack against the fire,

STANSBURY, ILcslic J, ACMM - - Stansbury aidod Daniels in the
preliminary organization and was, indeecd, the first man at the scene
of the fire. His knowledge of fire-fighting technique and location

e e
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